
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Doing God’s Will 

 

     We need to hear today’s gospel passage often. In fact, we should read it often. Why? 

Because it is so very easy for all of us to grow lax when it comes to doing God’s will. 

Even those of us who are here at Mass every day, who are the same ones who pray a lot 

of rosaries and come to church for all the special services. I think we, too, need to hear 

this message from Jesus often. 

     Today Jesus said, “None of those who cry out ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of 

my Father.” But only the one who does the will of my Father. Then He goes on to point 

out quite clearly that we must put all His words into action. We just can’t say we agree 

with Christ and His teachings. We just can’t say we are Jesus’ followers and that we are 

His special people. We just can’t say, “Lord, I love you!” You see, we are not only to 

hear the words of Christ! No, we must also put them into practice. 

     Mass and prayers – as well as all the wonderful religious exercises we perform each 

day – are meant to keep us in close touch with God so we can always find out just what 

His will is. These actions are meant to give us the desire, the energy and the courage to 

do what God wants us to do. And we are to go ahead and do it! Or at least try our best 

to do what He asks us to do. 

     We can compare our being a member of the church – the body of Christ – to being a 

member of a football team. We put on the uniform. We run out onto the field and we 

say: “Let’s do it!! Let’s win!!” That is not enough. No, we have to play the game. We 

have to play hard and we have to play well to win. 

     Getting ourselves baptized and becoming a child of God – calling God our Father – is 

just not enough. We have to win this world for God. We must win people for God. That 

is the only way we can become winners ourselves. 

     Let’s really love God not just in word but also in our every action. Let’s win it all for 

God. 

     

*Inspired by Matthew 7:21-29 


